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Aim

This course is a practical introduction to both narrative analysis (hermeneutic
methods) and cultural domain analysis (cognitive methods). The orientation of the
course will be the perspective of medical anthropology; nevertheless, much of the
contents and methods can be applied to other specialties as well.

Objectives

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

1. understand and employ hermeneutic and cognitive methods in
narrative analysis;

2. utilize these with reference to particular topics in specific contexts;

3. critically evaluate other studies in this field .

Study unit outline and timetable

Session 1. Thursday, May 8- 2014, 12:00-14:00. Preliminary remarks: theories,
concepts, methods. From theory to practice: hermeneutics as an ethnographic tool.
Explanatory Models and Semantic Networks concepts. Case study: “Narratives of
affliction”.
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Session 2. Thursday, May 8- 2014, 16:00-19:00. Workshop on cultural domain analysis.
Structured interviewing methods in cultural domain analysis, including free lists, pile
sorts, triads, rankings, etc.
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Session 3. Friday, May 9-2014. 12:00-14:00. Beyond research: Ethnography as
dialogics. Case Study: “The emotional distress of adolescents”.
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